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Dear Si 

Thank you for your letter of 25 November 2025 on behalf of the coalition regarding 
discriminatory and unfair treatment against non-religious Australians.

The Australian Government is committed to its international human rights obligations and 
ensures that its laws accord with those obligations, including those rights that are enshrined in 
the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR). Rights are recognised and 
protected across Australia through a range of laws at the federal and state and territory levels, 
the Australian Constitution, and the common law.

The Government committed to extending Australia’s federal anti-discrimination framework to 
ensure people are not discriminated against, and do not experience vilification, because of their 
religious beliefs or activities. The Government believes that the enhancement of human rights 
protections in Australia should be done in a way that unites, rather than divides, our community. 
The Prime Minister, the Hon Anthony Albanese MP, has made it clear that the Government will 
only be pursuing these reforms with bipartisan support. 

Universal Periodic Review (UPR)
The UPR is a UN Human Rights Council peer-review process, in which the human rights 
record of each UN Member State is considered every 4 to 5 years. Australia submitted its 
fourth cycle UPR national report to the UN in November 2025 and Australia’s appearance before 
the UN Human Rights Council is scheduled to take place in Geneva on 26 January 2026. 
Public consultation has been undertaken on Australia’s national report to help ensure that the 
Australian Government can effectively consider the views provided by the Australian community.

The Government commends the coalition of non-religious, ex-religious and pro-secular groups 
for making a joint submission to the UPR. Such submissions offer an important opportunity for 
Australian civil society organisations to provide their views on Australia’s human rights situation 
to participating Member States.

Thank you for taking the time to write to me on this matter.

Yours sincerely

Michelle Rowland MP

       15 / 12 / 2025


